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one of which leads to the dipltime d'etudes primaire preparatoire, the
other to the certificat d3etudes prlmaires.
Education in the first cycle is given, on the one hand, in the
primary schools (communal schools), and, on the other hand, in
the elementary primary cksses in the Ijciss for boys and girls
respectively. The examinations for the diploma are open to
children aged eleven on December 31 of the examination year;
a dispensation of six months may be granted. The diploma is
necessary for entrance into the lowest classes of classical, modern,
agricultural, or technical education, and into the supplementary
classes of general education; only children who have passed the
first part of the scholarship examination are exempt from this rule.
In the second cycle education is given exclusively in the
primary schools. The examinations for the certificate are open to
children aged fourteen on December 31 of the examination year.
The certificate is not required from children who continue their
studies.
3. CLASSICAL AISTD MODERN EDUCATION
An arrete of March 10, 1941, threw open for the future the
Concours General to pupils of private secondary schools. The
Concours was reorganized on this basis by a .decree published on
May 16, 1941. A decree of March 13, 1941, set up a revising
committee for school books.
Again, by virtue of a decree of January 17, 1941, scholarships
for secondary and higher education are open to private and public
institutions alike. Furthermore, the law and two decrees published
on September 3, 1941, profoundly changed the system of awarding
scholarships. They are no longer granted on the results of a
competition, but after an examination to which children are
admitted after an inquiry by a committee as to the resources of
their family. Every candidate who obtains 12 marks out of 20
is awarded an all-in or part scholarship as externe> demi-pensionnaire^
or interne at the public or private school of his choice for classical^
modern, technical, or agricultural education. Exceptional allow-
ances may also be granted to parents if they are invalids and the
prolongation of their children's schooling deprives them of family
resources.
But the great reform in the old public secondary education,
foreshadowed by a decree of September 21,1940, was brought into
being by a law published on September 2, 1941. No longer is
there a secondary education properly so called, but a c classical
education' and a "modern education,' both of them leading to the
baccalaureat.
The classical education, open to holders of the diptimt d'efudes